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following these comparisons, practical connections established between facts 
will cultivate the faculty of generalization " [p. 264.] 

Many readers will undoubtedly be interested in the masterly discussion 
of the teaching of composition and literature by Gustave Larson, the account 
of "The Mutual Benefit Association in the School" by Edouard Petit, and 
the vigorous article on "The Schoolmaster" by Georges Clemenceau, to say 
nothing of other important selections. Our readers will probably be dis- 
appointed in the small attention given to the scientific movement in the study 
of educational problems and the vocational-education movement. They 
will again be pleased, however, to learn that marriages between teachers, a 
custom that seems to be fairly prevalent in France, receives the happy bene- 
diction of that valorous people. 

Special attention should also be invited to the program of moral educa- 
tion presented in one of the articles by Jules Ferry. Our schools have 
considerable to learn in the sphere of moral education. 

The book appears with an introduction by Commissioner P. P. Claxton. 
It is timely and should be followed by publications that will acquaint us more 
fully with the principles and details of method which are being used in France 
to attain the educational aims of their democracy. 



A brief scientific survey of the field of psychology. — After mentioning the 
extensive and intensive studies of educational psychologists in the field of 
tests, scales, and the mechanics of reading and writing, Professor Hunter, 1 
in his new General Psychology, adds: "Instruction and training in these pro- 
fessional problems are supplanting the earlier work, the attitude of which 
was that educational psychology consisted in general psychology plus a few 
more or less obvious applications to school-room conditions." 

In fact, educational psychology, under the leadership of Freeman and 
others, has already made its declaration of independence. From a study of 
mind in general we have passed to a study of educational processes in par- 
ticular. General psychology has failed to connect intimately and effectively 
with the teacher's problems. And yet it is not to be assumed from this that 
a general psychology of the right sort has no value for educators. Surely 
educational specialists will profit from an accurate knowledge of logical 
boundaries of the relations that exist between their own and other portions 
of the general psychologic area. Professor Hunter has successfully mapped 
and clearly described this whole region in 351 pages. Following a brief 

1 Walter S. Hunter, General Psychology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1919. 
Pp. xiii+351. S2.15. 
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introduction, the treatment is divided into two parts. Part I, 
entitled "Fields of Psychology," deals in succession with animal 
psychology, individual and applied psychology, abnormal psychology, and 
social and racial psychology. Part II, entitled "Normal Human Adult 
Psychology," contains chapters on attention, the nervous system, reflex 
action and instinct, the emotions, the affective processes, sensory processes, 
imagination, memory, and thinking. 

The book is commendable for its frequent and definite references to 
experimental data, elimination of much unnecessary "gossip and wrangle 
about opinions," the inclination to favor behaviorism as against structural- 
ism, and a happy combination of brevity and inclusiveness. 

The emphasis on experimental facts is an exceedingly healthy one. 
Practice here lags behind conviction. The author might well have carried 
this emphasis further. For example, if one desires to study the relation 
between intention to remember and retention, no definite experimental data 
are provided. Or again, in the section on transfer of training, where the 
author says, "Transfer does occur on a large scale," the valuable quantitative 
studies of this problem are not carefully analyzed for their specific results — 
in fact, not a single experimental study is mentioned. By way of further 
suggestion it should be added that the book might be improved for teaching 
purposes by the addition of a series of problems at the end of each chapter. 

Professor Hunter has admirably achieved his purpose to give a "com- 
prehensive view of the field" with constant reference to the experimental 
facts, and has therefore performed a distinct service for all who touch the 
problems of psychology. 



Some elementary facts about the English elementary school. — Superinten- 
dents of schools and, indeed, in these days of rapid growth of the American 
intermediate school, high-school principals may be interested in Mr. A. W. 
Newton's "guide book" of elementary education in England. 1 The author 
has had an unusual opportunity to observe the schools about which he writes, 
having served as divisional inspector, inspector of training colleges, and as 
assistant secretary of the Board of Education. 

The book presents a simple, practical account of the recent history and 
the present status of many important educational usages. The chapters 
deal with such topics as the educational machinery of England, the passing 
of the Mundella Code, school hygiene, infant schools, the teaching of the 

1 A. W. Newtok, The English Elementary School. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 
1919. Pp. viii-l-299. $1.00. 



